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A Call for Your Nominations SAFD NEWS 
(J 
Exercise your right to vote or I will smite thee! 
The year 2001 brings to an end the 
current terms of all SAFD officers 
and Member Reps. That being said, it 
is now time for nominations for can-
didates for ALL OFFICES within the 
organization. Following are the rules 
governing nominations: 
1. Only a member in good standing 
(2001 dues have been paid) may 
nominate an individual. 
2. Only a member in good standing 
may be nominated. 
3. Candidates for President must be 
either a Fight Director or Fight Mas-
ter. 
4. Any member in good standing may 
be nominated for Treasurer, Secre-
tary or Vice President. 
5. Any member in good standing may 
be nominated for a representative 
position, but only members from the 
specific membership classification 
being represented may nominate or 
vote for that position in the actual 
election 
The following offices are now open 
for nomination: 
President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Fight Master Rep. , Fight 
Director Rep., Certified Teacher Rep 
and Actor/Combatant & Friend Rep-
resentative 
Nominations must be sent to the 
chairman of the nominating commit-
tee or called into the hotline by Au-
gust 1, 2001. Nominations may be 
sent to the following: 
Drew Fracher, Chair SAFD Nomina-
tions Committee 
61 Bon Jan Lane 
Highland Heights, KY 41076 
vern 1 Oth@worldnet.att.net 
1-800-659-6579 
Please make sure to state your full 
name, your current status, the indi-
vidual being nominated and which 
position you are nominating them for. 
Let your voice be heard and exercise 
your membership muscle by norri-
nating someone for office or consider 
running yourself. The time is now to 
become an active member! 
Donations Needed 
The SAFD/NSCW is seeking dona-
tions of old computers and stage com-
bat related materials (i.e. weapons, etc) 
A tax-deductible receipt for a dona-
tions' listed worth will be available. All 
donations should be sent to Linda 
McCollum at UNL V. For further info, 
please contact SAFD President Dale 
Girard at SAFDprez@aol.com. 
Scholarship Winner 
The SAFD congratulates Symmonie 
Steger as the fist winner of the annual 
National Stage Combat Workshop 
"Douglas Fairbanks Scholarship." 
There were several qualified applicants 
and the decision was tough. Best of 
luck to Symrnonie and all the 2001 ap -
plicants! 
For information to apply for the 2002 
NSCW scholarship, go to: http: //www. 
safd.org/scholarship.html. 
SAFD FM gets big chair 
In December Fight Master Richard Ra-
ether was appointed the new Artistic 
Director of the New American Theater 
in Rockford, IL. For the last six years 
Raether has served as Associate Artis-
tic Director, but after the departure of 
William Gregg, Raether moved into 
the big office. NAT is an AEA SPT 
level 8 theater that uses both AEA and 
Non AEA actors. 
Recent SAFD members who have 
worked there include Drew Fracher, 
John McFarland, Douglas Mumaw, 
David Woolley and John McCarthy. 
NA T's general auditions are held in 
Rockford & Chicago every June. Con-
tact rraether@go.com for more infor-
mation. 
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Crawfish Boil Reports in 
By Christina Northrup 
Louisiana was in rare form with many moans and groans 
and tons of flying steel. Teachers from all over journeyed 
to Ruston for another fun filled weekend of fighting dur-
ing the 10th Annual Stage Combat Workshop at Louisiana 
Tech. 
The teachers from the Society of American Fight Direc-
tors in attendance were Fight Masters Byrnes and Girard; 
Fight Directors Chin, K J Jones, MacDougall, and 
Macfarland; Certified Teachers Bellomo, Brown, Guinn, 
SAFD Fight Director Michael Chin faces off with Ma"hew Sung Girard. 
Photo Courtesy of Dale Anthony Girard. 
Editor's Note: No Fight Directors were harmed i11 the maki11g of this pic-
ture 
Shaw, and Stegec This was also the first year to have 
Richard Ryan, the President of the British Academy of 
Stage and Screen Combat, and two of the certified teach-
ers with the BAS SC; Jonathan Leverett and Oonagh 
Phelan. Also, movement specialists from American Uni-
versity, Don Stevens, Moniteur D'Escrime, and Ann 
Donahue, were in attendance. 
A wide variety of classes were offered during the two-day 
weekend. Some of the more unique classes offered were 
Hockey Fighting (on skates!!!), Swetnam, Alignment and 
Kinesology, Double Stick vs. Quarter staff, Single Sword 
and the Environment, Instant Battle, Scrappy Fighting: 
The Magic Hand, Intro to Competitive Fencing and Saber, 
Pub Fighting at the Red Lion, Small Sword with a Brit, 
Kung Fu Fighting for T.V ., and Tsubo Pressure Release 
Techniques . 
The weekend finished with the annual crawfish boil where 
many mudbugs were sacrificed to the stomachs of the 
tired but content workshop participants. Make plans now 
to attend the eleventh Annual Stage Combat Workshop@ 
Louisiana Tech, March 29-30, 2002 . 
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Pay Your 2001 Dues! 
This is the last notification that will be given in regards to 
2001 dues. Those members who have not already done so 
may send their memberships dues in the amount of $35 to: 
SAFD 
1350 E. Flamingo Rd. #25 
Las Vegas NV 89119 
You may also pay by credit card by logging onto www.safd. 
.QI:g under membership and follow the instructions. 
Members receive all SAFD publications as well as access to 
our members only web site. In addition, members receive 
discounts to all SAFD sanctioned workshops. 
A society such as this one is only as strong as the members 
who belong, so please help us to further support you our 
members (see membership form on page 4). 
Questions regarding membership can be directed to secre-
tary Angela Bonacasa at goodhous @hotmail. com 
Upcoming Workshops 
Summer Sling V---New York City , NY---August 23 --2 6 
Fights4 and Pace University present the fifth annual , 
SAFD-Sanctioned, New York Regional Stage Combat 
Workshop, The Summer Sling V 
Flash ad at: http: //www.safd.org/Multimedia/SlingAd.html 
Download the flyer with registration form at : hup://www. 
afd .org/ Documents/Flyer / umme r%20Sling.pdf 
Philly Cheese Steak-Philadelphia, PA--September 29-30 
Sponsored by the S.A.F.D. & The University of the Arts . 
Workshop Fee : $210.00. Fee includes continental breakfast 
& Philly 01eese steaks for lunch (veggie cheese steaks 
available). I 0% Discount for S.A.F.D. members, Union af-
filiates, early registration (by Sept. I st), and a special di,-
count for return participants. 
Call 888-979-6937 ore-mail philascw@yahoo .com for 
more details 
BASSC Nationals-London-July 23-August 3 
The British National Stage Combat Workshops 
Instructors include our own SAFD FD John Macfarland, 
BAS SC Teacher Philip d' Orleans and others . More infor-
mation is available at www.bassc.org. 
The Lion in Summer--London- August 4-5 
Right behind the BAS SC nationals comes a weekend inten-
sive with a bevy of international instructors . See Y:ll:!.2L 
bassc.org for details. 
Australian Nationals- Australia-- July 21-29 
Finally we have a tax-dtductible excuse for SAFD members 
to visit Australia. Make time to attend the Australian Na-
tional Workshop for classes in fighting, fight direction and 
physical comedy. Contact Nigel Poulton at npoul-
ton@powenm.com.au for all the sundry info. 
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Regional Roundup: Words from your Regional Rep 
Editor's note: The regional reports 
in this issue were submitted in a 
timely fashion far before the current 
delayed press time. If they appear 
out of date, this editor asks for your 
humble forgiveness. 
CALIFORNIA, NORTHERN I 
Gregory Hoffman was recently 
awarded the Dean Goodman award 
for Fight Direction in the Bay Area 
for his work on "Edward II" at The 
American Conservatory Theatre, 
where he is in his sixth year as resi-
dent fight director and teaching fac-
ulty. Among other productions, he 
directed the violence, assisted by 
Kimberly Basso, for the San Fran-
cisco Opera World Premier of "Dead 
Man Walking." He is currently in 
postproduction on a comprehensive 
series of educational videotapes on 
theatrical sword fighting scheduled 
for completion this summer. 
In addition, Gregory is continuing to 
produce live-action stunt shows in 
Taiwan, from which Gwynne Flan-
nagan and Arthur Bergeron just re-
turned. 
Featured in the educational video 
series are SAFD Certified Teachers 
Michelle Ladd, Ted Sharon and D.C. 
Wright. Other SAFD members as-
sis ting in this video, both in front of 
and behind the camera, include 
Northern California members Megan 
Rice, Christina Traister, Bruce Cole 
and Amy Morey, as well as Nevada 
member Tiffany Rice, and Tiana 
Kron-ching from Hawaii. 
On other fronts, Michael Polak 
starred this year as Hal in the San 
Francisco Shakespeare Festival's 
productions of "Henry IV Part I & 
II." Karl Ramsey acted as fight Cap-
tain. Shortly thereafter Michael 
moved on to pursue New York City. 
Shane Stokes spent the past summer 
acting with swords in The Three 
Musketeers at Idaho Shakespeare. 
-Gregory Hoffman 
CALIFORNIA, NORTHERN II 
The Northern California Region is 
regularly a hotbed of stage combat ac-
tivity but we're so spread out that it is 
sometimes difficult to keep in contact 
with everyone. 
Actor Combatant Bob Borwick is cur-
rently in Blue Lake, California training 
at the D'ell Arte School of Physical 
Theatre where Brian Herndon also 
trained. We all wish Bob a great deal 
of success in his pursuit of art and 
many schools and theatre companies in 
the Bay Area continue to ask after him 
and request his services. Bob was 
aided financially by a Fiscal Sponsor-
ship set up by the Board of Directors of 
The Academy of the Sword. 
Many members of the SAFD have 
checked in and, rather than paraphrase, 
here's what some of them said: 
"Well, I choreographed the fights (such 
as they were) in Measure for Measure 
and Hamlet for Woman's Will (an all 
women's Shakespeare company) ... 
Hey, are you ever going to have any 
classes again?"- Erin Merritt 
"What I'm doing: Direction & Fight 
Direction ofmy own adaptation of 
"The Three Musketeers" at The Great 
American Melodrama & Vaudeville in 
Oceano, CA (plays 1/25 through 3/11). 
Directing "Anything Goes" for Penin-
sula Civic Light Opera. Just finished 
playing Jesus in "Jesus Christ Super-
star" for Peninsula Civic Light Opera. -
Kit Wilder 
"Except for fighting the traffic and a 
battle with UPS, nothing of note to 
report." A woman warrior looking 
for a fight - Karen Quest · 
For myself, I've been busy as Resi-
dent Fight Director for Theatre-
Works where over the past several 
months I've choreographed 
"Fences," The Cripple Oflnish-
maan" and Grapes of Wrath." My 
big project now is the American Pre-
miere of"The Three Musketeers: or 
Fleur De Lis" at American Musical 
Theatre of San Jose. The original 
concept for this big musical comes 
from none other than William 
Hobbs. I can only hope that my cho-
reography might stand up to the 
master's. I'll have help, though; 
SAFD Actor/combatant Jonathan 
Williams will be playing Rochefort 
and serving as Fight Captain. 
-Richard Lane 
CALIFORNIA, SOUTHERN 
The region has been very active this 
last year. 
Brian Reynolds acted in and choreo-
graphed "Zastrozzi" and "MacBeth" 
in Hollywood. Chris Villa continues 
to work full time as a fight director 
at various places as well as teach at 
USC Irvine where he holds an SPT. 
Both Chris and CT Todd Loweth 
collaborated on a "Henry IV part l" 
in December at the Pasadena Shake-
speare Company. CT Michelle Ladd 
(Continued on page 5) 
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SAFD Membership Application/Annual Dues Form 
Please complete the entire form. In order for the SAFD to maintain accurate records, it is important that all your informa-
tion in the database be current. You can either send in payment with this form, or you may pay online with a credit card at 
www.safd.org. 
Reasons to join the SAFD: 
* Subscription to The Fight Master, a color journal published twice yearly 
* Subscription to The Cutting Edge, our quarterly newsletter 
* Access to back issues of both publications and online discussions in the members only section ofwww.safd.org 
* Discounts to national and regional stage combat workshops 
* The right to vote for members of the executive committee and governing body 
* And much, much more ... 
Amount Enclosed ($35.00/year USA, $40.00/year Outside US) $ .00 Check# 
General Information 
Name Membership Level (Friend, Actor/Combatan~. Certified 
Teacher, etc.): 
Address (Permanent) 
Home Phone Cell Phone 
Work Phone Fax Number 
Voicemail Pager 
E-mail Address (es) 
Website Union Affiliations (SAG, Equity, etc.) 
University University Address 
Employer Work Address 
Publications should be mailed to (please circle one): Permanent University Work 
I would prefer to receive the Cutting Edge via e-mail: Yes No 
I am interested in getting involved (circle any that apply) Material Donations-Merchandise-Grant Writing 
Publicity/Promotion-Data Entry-Cutting Edge-All 
Current Skills Proficiency Test Results (Please list most recent SPT for each weapon) 




Rapier & Dagger 
Single Sword 
Small Sword 
Sword & Shield 
Unarmed 
Photocopy or Clip & Mail with payment to: SAFO 
1350 East Flamingo Road #25, Las Vegas, NV 89119 
PAGE 5 THE CUTTING EDGE 
"1 
, Regional Roundup Continued ... 
(Continued from page 3) 
has recently moved out here and is setting up shop. 
Los Angeles Fight Academy, headed by Payson Burt and 
Julia Rupkalvis, continues to offer SC classes in the San 
Fernando Valley. LAFA also hosted "The Hollywood 
Clash": an SAFD regional workshop in November. 
David Boushey taught classes in Fighting for the Camera, 
and we were able to offer one of the first SPTs in the pri-
vate sector in years. 
SAFD treasurer Julia Rupkalvis, as well as being part of 
Los Angeles Fight Academy, traveled to Japan for 3 
months to direct the Terminator 2 3D show for Universal 
studios, Japan. 
Despite the area being both topographically large and 
industry driven, I am finding a strong community of 
physical artists who are generous and supportive. Led by 
SAFD members such as Bob Goodwin and Bob Chapin, 
who both are constantly working in the TV/Film industry 
as well as teaching, the area is growing to become very 
user and SAfD friendly 
-Payson Burt 
EUROPE 
Fight Master David Leong has been over rehearsing a 
new mult~million dollar musical, "Napoleon." FM 
Fracher was in town to adjudicate a SPT and to award the 
Patrick Crean Prize at The Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Art's annual Prize Fights. 
Meanwhile Bret Yount (SAFD AA/C & TTW 2001 
Bound!) spent a month in Cannes (South of France), 
playing 'El Capitane' in "ZORRO," as well as being the 
production's Fight Captain. He was also invited to join 
the Stage Combat staff at RADA. 
FD Richard Lane and CT Mark 'Rat' Guinn were here on 
staff at the 7th British National Stage Combat W otk.-
shops, and CT Aaron Anderson joined them. 
Doug Cockle (A/C) was one of the team of interns at the 
BNSCW fitting his duties around his acting commitments 
on "Band of Brothers"; the multi-million dollar series for 
HBO directed by Tom Hanks. 
Mike Loades (Friend) has created the fight scenes for six 
operas at the newly refurbished Royal Opera House and 
appeared in and directed the fight sequences on a BBC 
programme about gladiators. He directed and took part in 
the action sequences for the Discovery Channel series 
"Great Battles" and also for The History Channel series 
"Celtic Myths". 
Philip d'Orleans (AA/C) has been busy performing, di-
recting and teaching, and venturing as far a field as Hel-
sinki, Finland and Barcelona, Spain to sling steel. In ad-
dition to this, Philip took part in a seminar on 'Swords 
and Swordsmanship' at The Wallace Collection where he 
was assisted in his demonstration by Jonathan Leverett 
(A/C) 
Over in Denmark there's Tina Hansen-Robinson (CT}. 
She is the only stuntwoman in the country and one of a 
team of advisors representing the Danish Actors Union in 
safety in film/TV /theatre. 
Tina plans to go to Nigeria in 2001 to help start stage 
fighting over there. Otherwise, she will be going back 
and forth to the States to work on a joint venture between 
Danes and Native Americans. It'll be performed in Den-
mark and St. Paul, Minnesota this summer. Tina will be 
serving as fight director as well as assisting the director. 
Your correspondent has also been active in 2000 teaching 
at The Royal Academy of Dramatic Art and chore o-
graphing fights for 38 Equity shows for companies rang-
ing from the Royal Shakespeare Company to Pilot Thea-
tre Company and the film 'Morning Was Broken'. 
2001 brought with it the invitation to become resident 
Fight Director at the Mercury Theatre Colchester (recent 
winner of a regional theatre award) and continue in the 
same vein with work at the Edinburgh International Fes-
tival. Whilst in Spain, I had the opportunity to look up 
CT Tito Enriquez, who is in charge at the Universal Stu-
dios theme park in Portaventura. I happened to visit the 
park on a day that broke it's attendance records and had a 
first hand chance to see how hard Tito gets to work. 
-Richard Ryan 
OREGON & IDAHO 
Christopher Du Val (Regional Rep and Actor/Combatant) 
is currently performing at the Oregon Shakespeare Festi-
val in productions of"The Merchant of Venice", "Trip to 
Bountiful", and "Three Sisters". He recently returned 
from an Oregon Shakespeare Festival school tour per-
forming and teaching workshops. 
John Armour (Actor/Combatant) has been very busy in 
the Portland area co-choreographing with Dae Girard 
Portland Opera's productions of"Carmen" and "Otello" 
John also has recently staged productions of "Twelfth 
Night" and "Dangerous Liasons". In addition, he organ-
ized a regional workshop in Portland with FM Byrnes 
and FD Geof Alm on May 26 - 28, 2001. He and his wife 
are proud parents of Jack Aidan Armour, born on March 
30th! Congratulations! 
-Christopher Duval 
(Continued 011 page 6) 
... 
Regional Roundup Continue 
(Co11tin11ed_from page 5) 
WASHINGTON 
Fight Master, David Boushey directed 
fights for "King Lear" at Pioneer Thea-
tre in Salt Lake City, taught and adjudi -
cated at the LA fight workshop, and is 
spending much of his time working on 
his website for his International Stunt 
Workshop. 
Evan Whitfield and Carol Roscoe are 
assisting Geoffrey Alm at Freehold 
Theatre Lab. Carol was Fight Captain 
for "Hamlet" at Seattle Shakespeare, 
choreographed by Bob MacDougall. 
Chris Guilmet and Deb Fialkow are 
working on advanced status, as well as 
performing in "Terra Nova" at Tacoma 
Actors Guild. 
Advanced Actor Combatant Mike 
Mahaffey choreographed the violence 
in "Terra Nova" at Tacoma Actors 
Guild, and "Money and Run" at Annex 
Theatre. He will be performing in 
"Driving Miss Daisy" in Seattle. 
Return Service 
Requested 
Matt Orme has substi• · taught for 
Geoffrey Alm, P" '1ey, and 
Bob MacDougt .. ching com-
bat at Seattle Uni\ ., and directed 
the violence for "Complete Works of 
Shakespeare" at Skagit. 
Lacy Altwine has substituted for Geof-
frey Alm and, along with Carol Roscoe, 
performed some flashy swordplay in a 
fashion show at Seattle Art Museum. 
Steve Nabors attended the ICW in Ve-
gas last summer and is teaching some 
basic R&D and unarmed at Olympic 
College in Bremerton . 
Fight Director and Certified Teacher 
Geoffrey Alm has directed fights for 
three American premieres in the last 6 
months; "God of Vengeance," a ne.w 
adaptation by Donald Margulies, "A 
Skull In Connemara" by Martin 
McDonagh, and "In the Penal Colony," 
a new Phillip Glass operetta directed by 
Joan Akilitis . He is teaching basic 
skills proficiency tests at The Univer-
sity of Washington and Freehold Thea--
tre Lab. He also played Vinnie in the 
"Odd Couple" at A Contemporary 
Theatre and a cabbie on the CBS series, 
"The Fugitive." 
Bob MacDougall directed fights for 
"Hamlet" at Seattle Shakespeare, was 
fight and stunt director for a stunt show 
in Taiwan, and continues to teach 
movement and stage fighting at Cornish 
School for the Arts. -Geof Alm 
Next Issue: Region 1 - The East Coast. 
Please submit your materials by 8/1/01 
A.rid is a publie11tion of tbe SA.FD 
Please send all l!Ubmissiona to: 
gcoffreykent@home.a:,m 
3047 W, t 47th Avcnu~. Unit #512 
Denver, CO 80211 
Ouost Copy Editor: Robert Westley 
your butt to the 
WWW.SAFD.ORG 
:J:ffjrstJClass 
u·s !"Ostage 
Paid 
Englewood CO 
Permit# 267 
